
Commas, Titles, and Quotations

Commas:
1. Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction to join two independent clauses.  An 

independent clause can stand alone as a complete sentence (i.e., it has a subject, a verb, and 
represents a complete thought).  Here are the coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, 
yet, so--FANBOYS (that’s the mnemonic). Example: I baked a cake, and I ate it for dessert.

2. Use commas to separate items in a series.  Before the last item in a series, and after the 
comma preceding the last item, insert the conjunction “and.”  Example: The American flag is 
red, white, and blue. Note: There are exceptions that can be made, but this rule makes lists 
and series clear.

3. Use a comma after an introductory element in a sentence.  Example: On his way back home, 
Jeremy stopped for sushi.

4. Use commas for parenthetical information or words.  Example: You must, however, think 
about the consequences of using a credit card.  Example 2: Arnold Schwarzenegger, the actor 
who played “The Terminator,” is the governor of California.  Example 3: I like to cook, 
although I’m not very good at it.

Note: You may find that others suggest a rule that says, “Place a comma after a dependent clause 
if it begins the sentence.”  Here is an example of that: Because I disagree that it is a separate idea 
from my own rule three, I don’t include the dependent clause rule.  
 Example 3 in the fourth rule has a dependent clause as a parenthetical.  It is a conscious 
choice to make it parenthetical, and the comma does that.  It would be perfectly grammatical 
without the comma; however, it would have a different texture.  If the dependent clause were 
placed in front, a comma would follow.  That shows rule number three--the dependent clause acts 
as an introductory element.

Titles:
Italicize novels, movies, plays, TV shows, books, CD titles, or any title of a long work.
Place quotation marks around poems, songs, essays, TV show episodes, or any other short works.

Novel:   Neuromancer  
Movie:  A Scanner Darkly
Play:  Death of a Salesman
TV Show: Law & Order
CD Title: Grace Under Pressure
Poem:  “Directive”
Song:  “Red Sector A”
Essay:  “The Lost Art of Argument”
TV episode: “Myth of Fingerprints”
Short story: “The Tell-Tale Heart”

Look to the MLA link on my webpage for how to do entries on your Work(s) Cited page.



Quotations:
Remember to set up author, title, and actual quote in your essays.

Example 1: In her essay “Bad Eyes,” Erin McGraw writes, “Bad eyes pick out the bad” (380).
Example 2:  Erin McGraw deals with literal and metaphorical vision in her essay “Bad Eyes.” 
  She writes that “[b]ad eyes pick out the bad” (380).
Example 3: “Bad eyes pick out the bad,” states Erin McGraw in “Bad Eyes” (380).

There are other ways to go about quoting your sources.  Make sure you have all three aspects in 
your papers, though they need not all be in one sentence (see example 2).


